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APPENDIX A

THE following account of the village goddesses Durgava and Dayamava  Appendix A.
and their three-yearly fair is comtribut€d by  Réo Bahddur Tirmalrio VILLAGE
Venkatesh, pensioned Small Cause Court Judge, Dhirwar : GHODDESSES.

Durgava and Dayamava are the most widely worshipped deities in the
Bombay Karnatak. Durgava. is believed to be an incarnation of Pérvati
the hill-born the wife of 8hiv, and Dayamava an incarnation of Lakshmi
or wealth the wife of Wishnu. Durgava, in Dhirwdr, is believed to preside
over and eause cholvra, and Dayamava to preside over and cause small-pox.
The rame of ITvargava or Durga Devi appears in the Hindu Purdns and
she is kr< m and worshipped in all parts of the Bombay Presidency.
Dayaric.va is not mentioned in any of the Purdns and she is little known
or worshipped in any part of the Bombay Presidency, except in the Bombay

(arndtak. According to the local story Dayamava was the daughter of a
- learned Brahman., A sweeper of the Holaya or Mhir caste fell in love
with her, and seduced her in the guise of a Bréhman. Dayamava, not
- knowing that her seducer was a Helaya, married him, and had several
children by him, Dayamava once asked her husband to call his mother to
his house that she might get to know her. Mdtangi the mother-in-law came
to dine. The dinner was perfect and was passing pleasantly when Matangi
said to her son, How these sweet cakes taste like to a roasted buffalo
tongue ? Dayamava was horrerstruck. She made inquiries and finding
that her hushand was a Helaya not a Brdhman, she set fire to Matangi’s ;
house, killed all the children she had by the Holaya, and tried to kill her
Holaya husband. He fled and hid in a buffalo. Dayamava found him out
and killed both him and the buffalo.

The temples of Durgava and Dayamava are small buildings of brick
and mud and are generally near the houses of the Badiges or village
carpenters. Except in some old shrines where they are of stone the
images are generally of wood. Theyare of the form and size of 4 Hindu
woman with twelve hands, The six right hands hold the chakra -or
discus, the {rishul or trident, a drawn sword, a spear, a dagger, and a
long knife, and the six left hands hold a shankh or conch shell, a snake,

+ crooked dagger, a scabbard, a short knife, and a vessel either to

1 blood or red Lunks powder. The images are put together ous

eral pieces not carved out of a single block of wood. The twc
3 are always set side by side, Durgava painted green and Dayamav: .
ted red. The images are decked with ornaments like those worn by

2 and middle clags Hindw women except that the nosering is the pin-

&e peasant woman’s noge ornament not the upper class pearl ring. They
are dressed in women’s robes, but without bodices the sleeves of which are
painted on their arms. The Badiges or carpenters are the hereditary
ministrants or pujdris of these goddesses. Morning and evening they lay
before them flowers and redpowder, light a lamp, burn incense, wave the
incense-pot round their faces, and offer them cooked food or fruit. When
a visitor comes to the temple he rings a bell, falls before the goddesses,
receives a pinch of incense-ashes from the ministrant, and goes home. The
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more pious break covoanuts, offer cooked food or dry provisions and money,
wave a lighted lamp round the goddesses’” faces, and beat their own cheeks
in token of atonement for sin,

Once every third or fourth year, in the month of Vaishikh or May,
or in any otkzer month appoivted by the committee, a special festival
is held in honcur of the goddess Dayamava called the Dayamavan
Jétre or Dayamava’s fair.  Theugh Durgava’s name is not mentioned during
the fair the image of Durgava is carried side by side with that of
Dayamava and is troated Wlth equal respect. "When the people of a village
agree to hold Dayamava’s fair the Jeading men of the village the d@stm,
desﬁpande, pétil, and kulbarni, the potter, “he money- counter, the talvdr or
watchman, the village carpen‘eer, the blacksmith, the shoemaker, the Holaya
or Mhar, the Maﬁdigér or tanner, the potter, the harber, the washerman,
the mathpoti or Lingdyat beadle, the joshi ov astrologer, the bhdt or bard,
ths tailor, the leading Lmdholders, Lingdyat priests, Bmhmans and shop-
keepers all goin a body with music on New Year’s Day in the month of
Chaitra or Aprll to the temple of Dayamava and " Durgava and there
tell the peoplc that Dayamava's fair will take place in two or- three
months. They worship with flower and redpowder a hatchet w75, & to be
uged in felling timber for the idol car and send men with the ha. ,.et into
the forest to fetch timber. Some of the leading villagers form 2 pamﬂh or
eommittee to gather subscriptions to meet the expenses of the fair. Every
husbandman, For every twelve acres of land, is required to pay 8s. (Rs, 4) -
in cash and 161 lbs. of Indian millet worth about 4, (Rs. 2). The desm,
deshpdnde, and other village officers each pays 10s. to £2 10s. (Rs. b - 25)
according to his means. The committee get a large copper pitcher and close
its mouth with leather leaving a small kit o drop money through. The
pitcher is marked with turmeric and redpowder and is called dabdi or the
subscription-pot. One of the committee takes the pot from house to house
and tells the villagers te drop in their contribution warning them if they do
not pay, Dayamava and Durgava are likely to visit them with small- -pox.
and cholera. In a large town like Dhirwdr the subscriptions amount to
about £100 (Rs. 1000) ; in villages they vary from £10 (Rs. 100) to £50
(Rs. 500). When the subscriptions are gathered the images are fresh
painted, except the eyes which must not be painted till the first day of the
fair. A twelve feet high wooden car is raised on four huge wheels, and on.
the car ashed, about twelve feet long twelve feet broad and twelve feet high,
is built for the goddesses to sit in during the fair. Above the shed is a
wooden pyramid with an ornamented doms and on the dome is fixed an
open umbrella. One end of each of two or three strong ropes, each about

. two inches thick and a hundred yards long, is tied to the middle of the

. axles of the wheels, The other ends ave left on the public road in front of

‘the car that people may take hold of them and draw the car through +

shief streets on the great day of the fair. The car is ornamented -
«oloured cloths, flags, plantain trees, fruit, flowers, and mango leaves,
generally one or two naked human figures are carved to keep off the evil,
A large shed is built outside of the town, and, on one side of it, is a ra
seat for the goddesses to sit on during the fair, Notice is sent through 1
village by beat of dram that all houses should be cleaned, cow dunaed ana
Whlpewashed and that the streets should be kept clean for the fair. The
townspeople send to friends and kinspeople within a day’s journey to come
to the fair. As the time draws near people from the neighbouring villages.
begin - to pour in. Shopkeepers raise booths on the road sides from
Dayama.va s temple to the shed outside of the town, and athletes, songsters,
ugglers, and dancing and singing girls begin to troop inm. When the
Vlllaoe is cleaned and the houses are cowdunged and whitewashed, nine
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or ten days beforehand, a second notice iz sent by beat of drum that the
fair is to b(ﬂm on Tuesday the tenth or whatever the date may be, that it
will last for a fortnight, and that all the people of the village should pre-
pare themselves for it. A lamp is lighted in the temple and kept burning
for eight nights and eight days, Thls lamp-burning is called a,n]m,hakona
or the beginning of the fair. As, during the fifteen days of the fair ne corn
may be pounded or ground, people ¢ arind millet and pound rice enough for
their use during the fair, and as, except boiling rice and seasoning vege-
tables nothing else is to be cooked during the {aiv, people take care to
prepare various cakes and other swcetmeats eniough to last for a fortnight.
At the close of every fair of Dayamava a fine he -buffalo is bought. HlS
brow is yubbed with turmeric and redpowder, nim leaves are t]ed to his
neck, and sandal paste and flowers are laid on him. He is set free and called
pattadakomb or the holy bufialo, * He roams sbout the village streets and
goes into the fields and feeds'on anything he may find, no one doing him
harm or hindrance. Scmie childless or sick persons vow to the goddess
s they have a child, or if their sickness is cured, they will st free o
“cadess’ name, If their prayers are answered they set a
. "Such buffaloes are called harkikona or vow buffaloes.
.¢ holy buffalo and the vow buffaloes the fair committee buy eight
ae-bulaloes and about a hondred sheep. These buffaloes especially
. holy buffalo and the vow buflaloes, whose free roaming life has made
them wild, are generally very troublesome, To quiet them they are tied to
posts a,nd starved for three or four days before the great day of the fair
“and are further weakened by being made to drink stronfr limze-water.

On Tuesday the eighth day from the ankikakons or lamp-lighting
ten carpenter women whose husbands are alive are fed in the chief village
carpenter’s house, and ten Lingdvat women whose hushands are alive are
fed in the house of the meti or chief village landholder. Early on Wednes-
day morning, the second day, Hindu men and women of all castes bathe,
dress in their best, go to the goddesses’ temple, and stand filling all the
approaches. About eight the village painter paints the goddesses’ eyes and
besides his regular wages is given a sheep. The desdéi hands the patdl
two gold mungalsulras or lucky neck-threads and the patil ties one of them
round Dayamava’s and the other round Durgava’s neck. The deshpdnde
hands the Eullarni two gold nose ornaments called mugtis one of which he
puts on Dayamava’s and the other on Durgava’s nose. Next the desdi,
deshpiande, patil, and bullbarni are given betelnuts and leaves as presents
from the goddesses. After this the pujiris or ministrants, that is the car-
penters who made the images, lay flowers and redpowder on them, dress
them in fine clothes, deck them with ornaments, burn incense before them,
wave lighted camphor round their faces, and bring them out of the temple.
As soon as the goddesses are brought out a man of the Madigir or Tanner
caste called the Rénigia, who is supposed to represent the brother of Daya-
mava’s husband, comes forward and raising his right hand, in which
he holds a-stick with = bell and a handkerchief fastened toit, in front of
the goddess shouts out before her the names of the private parts, and
continues to shout until the car is drawn out of the village as far as the
shed and the goddesses are placed on the raised seat built for them in it,
Several cocoanuts are brokev and two sheep are killed in front of the
goddesses. The slaughtered sheep are carried round to the houses of all
the leading villagers as an honour and are then brought back and kept
near the car. A third sheep is killed and the images are set on the car.
The village officers and other leading men stand before the goddesses with
folded hands while the people offer cocoanuts, plantains, dates;, and other
fruit. The offerings are taken charge of by the carpenter ministrants and
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their assistants who sfand on the car by the side of the goddesses,
Incense is burnt before the goddesses and lighted camphor and lamps are
severzl times waved round thelr faces. About eleven in the morning with
the leave of the fair committec the ministrant allows the ecar- chafmmo to
begin, About five hundred persons take hold of the ropes tied to the axle
of the car, two sheep are killed, and amid shouts and yells the car is slowly
dragged a,lono As it passes people pray to the goddesses to guard them
from cholera and smali pox. Every time some rou0hnes% on the road stops
the car the goddesses are supposed 6o be dls:atlshed and a sheep or two arc
slanghter ed. At ev ery turn and corner of the public streets through
which the car is drawn a sheep is kﬂleu As the car moves on carpuntms
masons and blacksmiths walk with 1t to clear the road. If any of them
thinks that the goddesses are displeased he calls to the commiitee who
order a sheep or two to be slaughtered. 7~ :his way the car reaches the
shed outside of the village. On reachmo the shed the goddesses arc taken
down from the car. Two sheep are kill od and the voddes::eq are placed ~m
the seats prepared for them and flowers and redpowde1 are I or

The laps of the goddesses are filled with rice, betelnuts and le

and a coccanut. When the lapfilling is over the people shous

the goddesses. In the evening women of the Asddi caste, a subd..

the Midigirs or Mangs, dress in fantastic clothes and dance befor.
goddesses singing their praises and telling their great deeds. The Asau
men beat drums and play musie behmd the women, while the Rdnigia
continues to shout filthy words chiefly the names of the private parts. T
front of the shed a piece of ground, about ten feet long and ten broad, is
cowdunged and ornamented with figures drawn with different coloured
powders. On the spot so. decorated, about four o'clock on the Thursday
morning, is brought the pattadakona or holy buffalo, - who is supposed
to represent Dayamava’s Mhdir husband.! Five or six DMdidigdrs or
Tanners throw the buffalo on the ground and hold him down, some by the
legs and some by the horns and face. A Mddigdr comes with a long sharp
knife and euts the buffalo’s throat while another holds an earthen vessel
to eatch the blood. Next the vow buffaloes and oue or two specially bought
buffaloes are led before the idol. The head of each is cut from the body by
repeated blows with hatchets or sickles. When this is over one of the legs
of the holy buffalo is broken and put in its mouth and the head is carried
to asmall grass hut called Mitangls gudsele or cottage and laid in it.
Several earthen lamps are lighted and one of them is set on the head of
each of the buffaloes. A large quantity of rice is boiled and set on one
side and the body of the holy buffalo iz cut in pieces. The front right
shoulder is the perguisite of the Rénigia and is handed to him and the
other parts are distributed among the village officers according to the
village custom.  The village officers do not take these parts but make them
over to the Holayas and Madigdrs. The boiled rice, which was laid near
the body of the holy buffalo is now mixed with a part of the buffalo’s
blood and the undigested food found in its stomach. The wholeis put into
baskets and the basgkets ave set on a cart. Two Madigdrs strip themselves
stark-naked and one of them sets on the heads of the other the pot
filled with the holy buffalo’s blood. The cart and the two naked Madigdrs,
followed by hundreds of people and about fifty sheep and some Midigdrs
to glaughter them, go to a spot outside the village called the bhdndeva or

1 The belief that the buffalo represents Dcuyamava 8 hushband is perhaps a remin-
iscence of the time when, as among the Orissa Khonds, with much the same rites,
men mob-builalecs wore the victims.  Compare \lacphmson ¢ Khonds, 67.
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boundary. On rcaching the spot onc of the naked Mddigdrs throws on the

ground part of the mixture in the baskets and sprinkles on the ground 4
fow drops from the other’s blood-pot as offerings to the evil spirits who

live on the boundary. A sheep is slaughtered and the party go round the

village houndary till they come back to the same spot. At ¢very turn and
corner of the village boundary a little boiled rice from the cart and a few
drops from the blood-pot are thrown on the ground as offerings to spirits.

‘While the party are going roung the Vﬂla.cre beundary the two makoed
Madigirs suddenly iall mcsensﬂolc being possesged by evil spirits. One or
two Sheep are slaughtered and the Mddigars recover. The Holayas take
charge of the sheep, give the largest shfu@ to the two naked Madigirs, and
divide tho rest amnong themsdves ke whole party then return to the god-
dess’ temple and the people go to their homes, bathe, and eat.  On Thursd%y
the third day of the fair the zatil or he\adman the barki or under-headman,
and the Holaya or village miessenger each take c]ay pots, draw red-white lines
on them, fill them wit' rice Indlan millet and wheat, close theiy mouths with
betel lsaves and flowers; and lay them before the goddesses. Each of the
three is given & woman’s robe and bodice as a present from the goddesses,
The same evening large numbers come to the big shed. Some Wrcsﬂe some
dance on long ropes and perform other athletic ¢ exercises, sonle sing songs,
and some walk about looking at the fun, or joking and cha,ttmw with
Suleru, Basavi, and other CQuIteéa.DS Many are busy, buying dlffercnt
articles from the shops, or looking at Asidi women dancing. On Friday,
which like Tuesday is sacred to the goddesses, the villagers lay
cooked food or dry provisions before the goddesses, fill their laps
with rice, fruit, betclnuts and leaves, and a copper or silver coin, burn
Incense, and wave Hghted lamps round their faces. During the evenings
and nights of Saturday Sunday and Monday the rites porformed on
Thursday cvening and nights are repeated, and on Tuesday as on Friday
people offer the goddesses cooked food and dry provisions, Nothing
special is done on Wednesday., On Thursday the goddesses are taken in
proc(*ssmn to a spot outside of the village. A plot of ground about two feet
square is cow dunged and decked with dm ices in (,010111 ed powders, and a
lamb is set on the square. A member of a subdivision of the Ilolayab
called Potrdjas, properly Poterijis or buffalo-kings, strips himself naked,
ties a few nim leaves round his lolng, comes runuing like a tiger, pounces
on the lamb, tears its throat, dvinks the blood, fmd runs o‘ff \Vlth the
carcass towards the village- boundmy. Some of the Ilolayas, M df]]Odlb

and others pretend to run after him to eatch and kill him. The Potm'}a
soon gets over the boundary and beyond the boundary he is safo. When
the buffalo king’s lamb-slaying is over the goddesses are taken in procession
to the village boundary. The Rdnigia comes forward, walks with the
procession, and again in front of Dayamava shoute foul words. Assoon as
the goddesses are taken out of the shed, the grass hut called Matangi’s
cottage, is burnt to ashes, and, on the spot where the hut stood, the heads
of the slaughtered buffaloes are buvied, When the goddesses reach the
village boundamy they are placed on a raised seat, and Llow ers, turineric, and
redpowder are rubbed on them. A curtain is drawn Dbefore the goddesases
to show, as is said, that they have entercd on a state of widowhood owing
to the death of Dayamava’s buffalo busband. The carpenter ininistrants
stand inside of the curtain, break the glass bangles on the goddesses’
wrists, strip them naked, take the redpowder off their brows, pull off
their heads hands and legs, and put them into two bagkets, and with
rourning carry the baskets to the geddesses’ ternple and lay thew
for three days in the idol room. The doors of the temple are locked
from outside, On the third evening the ministrant opens the temple
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\“
“door, goes into the goddesses’ room, puts the pieces together, dresses them

in new robes, marks their brows with redpowder, puts fresh bangles on
their wiists, decks them with flowers and ornaments, and surrounds them
with lighted lamps.  Many villagers come to the temple, bow before the
goddesses, offer them fruit, flowers, betelnuts and leaves, and silver or
copper coins, fill their laps with rice, fruit, betelnuts and leaves, and a
silver or copper coin, burn incense before them, and wave lighted lamps
round their faces. Prayers ave offered to the goddesses asking that the
village may be free from chclera and small-pox, and that the villagers may
have many children and plentifu! harvests. All night long Asddi women
dance and sing and Asédimen beat big drums and play pipes. The Rénigia
and the Potrija join the Asidis and keep up the merriment till daybrealk.
This merry-making is called konnate or the golden play, The same night
a new buffalo is brought and worshipped," turmeric and redpowder are
rubbed on his forehead, sim leaves are tied roun™ .2 neck, and he is set
free as the holy buffalo of the goddess Dayamava, If this buffalo dies
before the next fair a successor is at once chosen, D

The fruit, flowers, betelnuts and leaves, money, and clotfies presented
to the goddesses on the first day are taken by the carpenter ministrants,
Under former governments the second day’s offerings were taken by
government, now they are taken by the village husbandmen. The offer-
ings made on the third, fourth, fifth, and sixth days are taken by the
desdi the deshpdnde the pitel and the kufkarne. The seventh and eighth
day’s offerings are distributed among the hereditary village servants and
craftsmen as the carpenter, the blacksmith, the potter, the Holaya, and
the Middigdr. " The offerings made on the ninth day are taken by the
carpenter ministrants.



